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malware on her computer. He was sen-
tenced to 18 months in prison following a 
guilty plea for extortion and unauthorized 
access of a computer.

Knowing how much cybercrime exists 
is challenging. The UCR SRS gathers some 
Part II crimes that may have been commit-
ted via cybercrime. For instance, corporate 
fraud, embezzlement, gambling, and pros-
titution may all be recorded in UCR SRS 
data; however, it is impossible to ascertain 
whether these crimes were committed 
with or without the primary tool of a com-
puter or network. Similarly, NIBRS records 
several of the same crimes, though it may 
be unclear that they were cyber versions of 
classic crimes. As noted earlier in the chap-
ter, the FBI expanded its fraud offenses in 
NIBRS in 2016 to include identity theft 
and hacking or computer invasion. The 
NCVS periodically offers supplemental 
questions designed to gather information on a limited number of cybercrimes. Only cyber-
crimes against persons age 12 or older who live in a household would be reflected in the 
NCVS data.

Another source of cybercrime data is available through an FBI program that focuses on 
Internet crimes. In order to estimate the nature and extent of a limited set of Internet crimes, 
the FBI uses data gathered via the Internet Crime Complaint Center (IC3). IC3 uses an online 
Internet crime complaint form. A victim of a cybercrime or a third party may file a complaint. 
The complaint form requests information on the victim’s name, the victim’s contact informa-
tion, the offender and/or organization that committed the cybercrime, and specific details on 
how, why, and when the person was defrauded, as well as any additional important informa-
tion about the incident.72 In 2015, IC3 received 288,012 complaints, with an estimated total 
loss of $1,070,711,522 among victims.73

MEASURING TERRORISM
Although terrorism has been a part of our lives for some time, attempts to measure it are 

relatively new. Like measuring crime in general, measuring terrorism is not as simple as it 
appears, because the acts are multifaceted and complex. In addition, terrorism changes based 
on shifting goals, strategies, and schemes. Nonetheless, several options exist. The U.S. gov-
ernment’s Worldwide Incident Tracking System (WITS) database was established to better 
understand terrorism. These data offered information on violent terrorism incidents against 
civilians and noncombatants from publicly available materials. Using these data, the FBI 
has published terrorism statistics since 1996.74 WITS was established in 2004 and gathered 
information on victims, offenders, and terrorist incidents that have been initiated and com-
pleted throughout the world. Failed or foiled terrorist incidents are not included in these 
data. Unfortunately, this data collection effort was discontinued in 2012. The data are still 
available because they were folded into the Global Terrorism Database (GTD), which is 
housed at the National Consortium for the Study of Terrorism and Reponses to Terrorism, 
which is housed at the University of Maryland.

The GTD includes data on terrorism from 1970 to the present.75 This database was built 
on terrorism data originally gathered by Pinkerton Global Intelligence Services from wire 
services, government reports, and international newspapers. The GTD offers terrorism infor-
mation on threatened, failed, and successful terrorist attacks.

Cybercrime is increasingly pervasive. What policies need to be implemented to 

stop this form of victimization?
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Worldwide Incident 
Tracking System: 

An FBI database 
containing information 
on completed terrorist 

attacks since 1996.

Global Terrorism 
Database: A database 

housed at the University 
of Maryland that contains 

a broad range of data 
on threatened, failed, 

and completed terrorist 
attacks since 1970.




